* THE HIGHEST  AND  SUPREME  COURT '

by whose counsels your holiness hath done that that sithence ye
have confessed ye could not do, in promising to us as we have
above rehearsed, and giving that commission to the Cardinal
Campeggio to be showed unto us; and after, if it so should seem
profitable to burn it, as afterwards it was done indeed as we have
perceived. Furthermore, those which so do moderate the power
of your holiness, that they do affirm, that the same cannot take
away the appellation which is used by man's law, and yet is
available to divine matters every where without distinction. No
princes heretofore have more highly esteemed nor honoured the
See Apostolic than we have, wherefore we be the more sorry to
be provoked to this contention, which to our usage and nature is
most alienate and abhorred. Those things so cruel we write very
heavily, and more glad would have been to have been silent if
we might, and would have left your authority untouched with a
good will; and constrained to seek the verity, we fell, against
our will, into this contention; but the sincerity of the truth pro-
hibited us to keep silence, and what should we do in so great and
many perplexities ? For truly if we should obey to the letters of
your holiness, in that they do affirm that we know to be other-
wise, we should offend God and conscience, and we should be
a great slander to them that do the contrary, which be a great
number, as we have before rehearsed. Also, if we should dissent
from those things which your holiness doth pronounce, we would
account it not lawful, if there were not a cause to defend the fact,
as we now do, being compelled by necessity, lest we should seem
to contemn the authority of the See Apostolic. Therefore your
holiness ought to take it in good part, though we do somewhat
at large and more liberally speak in this cause, which so doth
oppress us, specially forasmuch as we pretend none atrocity, nor
use no rhetoric in the exaggerating and increasing the indignity of
the matter; but if we speak of any thing that toucheth the quick,
it proceeded! of the mere verity, which we cannot nor ought not
to hide in this cause, for it toucheth not worldly things but divine,
not frail but eternal; in which things no feigned, false, nor
painted reasons, but only the truth, shall obtain and take place.
And God is the truth to whom are we bound to obey rather than
to men; and nevertheless we cannot but obey unto men also,